He Kaupare. He Manaaki.

ﬂW He Whakaora.

27 March 2023

cia ora

Your Official Information Act request, reference: GOV-023731
Thank you for your email of 6 March 2023, asking for the following information under the Official
Information Act 1982 (the Act):

Annual children’s play-related injuries between now and every year as far back as you have records
for. Include within the data set:
=  Show difference in injury rate by age
=  Show difference in injury rate by gender
= Show difference in injury rate by ethnicity
=  Show difference in injury rate by type (e.g. laceration, fracture, concussion, etc.)
= Show difference in injury rate by body site (e.g. head, upper limb, foot, etc.)
=  Show difference in injury rate by cause (e.qg. fall, entrapment, drowning)
= Show difference in injury rate by injury scene (e.g. school, public playground, river,
etc.)
=  for playground specific injuries, show difference in rates relating to specific play
equipment (e.g. monkey bars, slide, seesaw, etc.)
=  Show difference in fatal and non-fatal injuries
= Show difference in injury rate requiring hospitalisation and not
=  Show the financial costs associated with the reported claims
= Confirm within the data tables whether the represented number is a total number
or per [x] of population

The requested information is attached as Appendix 1
When interpreting the data, please refer to the ‘Notes’ tab. The data provided is a total count of claims
lodged with ACC and does not represent a proportion of a population.

Claims data available to ACC

The claims data set available to ACC is largely reliant on the information a person provides on their ACC45
injury claim form. There is an accident description field on the form where a person can provide a brief
description of how their accident happened. This field is not mandatory to complete and not every client
does so. As such, the data extracted for this response should be considered indicative only.

We are unable to provide data on hospital admissions

ACC does not hold data that enables us to determine when a person is admitted to hospital. As such, we
are refusing to provide hospital admission data as it is not held by ACC and, we do not believe the
information is held by another agency. This decision has been made under section 18(g)(i) of the Act.
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If you have any questions about this response, please get in touch

You can email me at GovernmentServices@acc.co.nz. If you are not happy with this response, you can also
contact the Ombudsman via info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by phoning 0800 802 602. Information
about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz.

Nga mihi

Sara Freitag
Acting Manager Official Information Act Services
Government Engagement
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GOV-023731 Appendix 1  Response:
The data has been extracted based on the following criteria:
- The claim accident / payment date is between 1 January 2007 and 31 December 2022.

- Data for table 11 has been extracted for claims lodged between 1 January 1999 and 31 December 2022. However, as the claims data set prior to 2007 is inaccurate, we have excluded claims prior to 2007 for the remaining tables.
- The claim cover decision is equal to 'Accept'.

- Playground related claims was identified if the accident description contains one of the following, allowing for some variation:

climbing frame merry go round play swing
flying fox monkey bar playground
jungle gym slide/sliding see saw

- The datasets above are not exclusive to each other. Therefore a claim maybe included in multiple datasets if an accident description mentions 'playground' and 'flying fox' for example.
- Some of the keywords may pick up other unrelated words, for example, using 'slide/sliding' may pick up sliding doors and other injuries related to people sliding.
- Children playing related claims was identified if activity prior is equal to 'Children Playing'.

Caveats:

- A calendar year is 1 January to 31 December.

- Accredited employer claims have been excluded as we hold limited data about these.

- 'New claims' have been counted by the accident date. A claim may be lodged immediately after the accident or at a later date.

- 'Active claims' are claims that generated a payment in the relevant calendar years. These claims were not necessarily lodged, or had the

accident occur, in the same calendar year.

- Costs provided are GST exclusive

- Costs are based on payment date. Payment date may differ from the date of service.

- Costs do not include Public Health Acute Services (PHAS) payments. Treatment for covered claims in public hospitals is provided by an annual

service agreement between ACC and the Ministry of Health, and is funded by bulk payments from ACC to the Crown.

- A claim can cover multiple calendar years. In table 1, a claim which lasts longer than one year is counted as 'active' once for each calendar year

covered. For example, a claim which lasted from 2019 to 2021 would be counted a total of three times, once for each calendar year.

- Location is based on where an accident took place and may differ from where a client was residing at the time

- Age is based on the client's age at the time of an accident.

- Diagnosis and site are based on the client's primary injury. Claims may have multiple injuries; however, these secondary injuries have been excluded.
- Ethnicity data are prioritised for reporting purposes. A client may identify with any number of ethnicities, and can select more than one when lodging ¢
claim. For reporting purposes, ACC selects one ethnicity for each client based on the following priority order: Maori, Pacific peoples, Asian, other
ethnicities, European. Residual Categories are those whose ethnicity was not stated.

- The data was extracted on 17 March 2023 and may differ if exracted again at a later date.

FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY
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